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Miami Boating Lessons – Hands-On Boating Lesson  

Duration: 3–4 hours 

Audience: New or inexperienced boat owners/operators 

Vessel: Client’s personal vessel (powerboats, center consoles, cruisers, etc.) 

Objective: Provide a safe, comprehensive introduction to personal vessel operation, including safety, 

rules, and key handling skills, to build operator confidence and competence. 

 

Lesson Outline 

0:00 – 0:20 | Pre-Departure Safety & Vessel Familiarization 

• Welcome & Instructor Introduction 

• Vessel Walkaround: Engine(s), electrical panel, fuel system, safety gear 

• Required USCG safety equipment check (PFDs, flares, fire extinguisher, etc.) 

• VHF radio basics & emergency channels (Channel 16) 

• Review boat terminology (Port, Starboard, Forward, Aft, etc.) 

• Float plan discussion & importance 

 

0:20 – 0:45 | Rules of the Road & Basic Navigation 

• Right-of-way / “stand-on” vs “give-way” vessels 

• Navigation aids: buoys, markers, ICW day markers (red/right/returning rule) 

• Reading a nautical chart & local hazard awareness 

• Speed zones & wake laws (especially in Miami/Dade County waters) 

• Sample run at dock. Practice throttle controls with engine off to simulate operation. 

 

0:45 – 1:15 | Dock Departure & Close Quarters Handling 

• Pre-departure checklist (engine start, bilge pump, etc.) 

• Throttle and steering control in tight quarters 

• Leaving the dock: lines, fenders, wind & current considerations 
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• Practice low-speed maneuvers in marina or calm area 

• Neutral use, clutch in/out, small corrections vs oversteering 

 

1:15 – 1:45 | Basic Navigation & Open Water Handling 

• On-plane and off-plane operation (as applicable) 

• Trim tabs or outboard trim use 

• Situational awareness: using your eyes, radar (if equipped), and GPS/chartplotter 

• Maintaining course using visual markers or waypoints 

• Rules regarding speed, spacing, and safety with other boats 

 

1:45 – 2:15 | Anchoring & Mooring Techniques 

• Anchor types and setup (fluke, plow, etc.) 

• Selecting an anchoring spot: bottom type, depth, scope ratio (5:1) 

• Step-by-step anchoring: deploying, setting, retrieving anchor 

• Mooring balls: identifying, approaching, securing 

 

2:15 – 2:45 | Docking Practice 

• Wind & current assessment 

• Approaching a dock from multiple angles 

• Dock lines, cleating, fender placement 

• Docking bow-first and stern-first 

• Client performs multiple docking and undocking exercises 

 

2:45 – 3:15 | Onboard Systems & Electronics Overview 

• Chartplotter / GPS / radar overview: key functions & safe use 

• Depth finder: reading depths and avoiding groundings 

• VHF radio: standard calls, distress signal review 
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• Electrical panel basics: breakers, bilge pump, nav lights, horn, etc. 

• Battery switch operation and safety 

• Fuel gauge reading, range management 

 

3:15 – 3:45 | Review, Q&A, and Confidence Drills (Optional Time Buffer) 

• Recap key topics 

• Answer client-specific questions 

• Confidence drill: full cycle from dock out to anchor and back 

• Provide verbal feedback and tailored practice recommendations 

 

 Client Receives 

• Verbal evaluation and instructor feedback 

• Summary checklist of reviewed items 

• Safety Equipment Recommendations 

• Optional recommendation for next-level training 
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